INTOPS - Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is INTOPS?

A: INTOPS stands for International Opportunities

Q: What international opportunities are offered to members of Hampshire West?

A: There are many ways in which members of Girlguiding can go away Internationally, either with their unit, district, division or as part of an organised group.  In Hampshire West each year we try to send a County trip to an event overseas, the only exception to that is in a Flame year, when we host an International camp.

Q: What International trips does South West Region put on?

A: Region will take 2 or 3 members from each county to an INTOPS weekend to select girls for region trips.  A region trip will be lead by Guiders from the region and will involve members from counties from all over the region.

Q: What happens on an INTOPS weekend?
A: The INTOPS weekend is a selection weekend.  The girls are given activities to do and are often asked to bring items with them.  The girls are also given a small interview/chat in order to find a little more out about them. At these weekends we are looking for certain qualities in the girls and seeing what type of trip they will be suitable for at that stage.

Q: What qualities are you looking for in the Guides/Senior Section members?

A: We are not looking necessarily for the brightest member with all the badges.  More important qualities are being a team player, having a sense of humour, good communication skills, adaptability and open mind, willing to have a go at anything (with a smile),enthusiasm for Guiding and having been on a Guiding residential event before. Financing the trip should not be seen as a barrier as grants are available to help with fundraising. 

Q: Who is eligible to go on an INTOPS weekend?

A: Guides, Young Leaders and Rangers are eligible to attend. Girls must be aged 14-17 yrs when they travel (ie July 1st) therefore 13 year olds who will be 14 the next summer can attend.  Anyone who will be over 18 when travelling should attend the Adult INTOPS event laid on by region.  
Q: What about opportunities for adults?
A: Region lay on an INTOPS weekend for adults who wish to lead or assist region trips.  This is held in the autumn before the summer of travel.  Further details can be obtained from Region HQ.  Anyone wanting to lead or assist on a county trip should let the International adviser know.
